


As high as an 
eleven story 
building and 
nearly four city 
blocks long, the 
Titanic was one 
of the largest and 
most magnificent 
ships in the world 
(photographed 
April 10, 1912). 

What was it?



• RMS Titanic was a British passenger liner 
• Operated by the White Star Line   
• It was built by the Harland and Wolff 
• In Belfast.  
• Her architect - Thomas Andrews  
• Titanic was 882 feet 9 inches (269.06 m) 

long  
• Her total height, was 104 feet (32 m). 
• She measured 46,328 gross register tons 
• Took about 26 months to build  
• RMS Titanic was the largest ship afloat at 

the time it entered service 



 
 
 
 

Rudder with central and port wing propellers   
(for scale note the man at bottom of the photo)  



 
 
 

The largest ever built, widely admired for its triple-propeller design, and declared by the press to be “unsinkable”  
 



•  Voyage -  from 
 Southampton to  
New York City. 

•  Sank in the North 
Atlantic Ocean in 
the early hours of 
15 April 1912 

•  Estimated 2,224 
passengers and 
crew aboard, and 
more than 1,500 
died, making it one 
of the deadliest 
maritime 
disasters in modern 
history.   

What happened?





Hubris



The Titanic leaving Belfast on April 2, 1912. The black streak 
can be seen just above the water line. (Via Senan Molony) 

GO FEVER 



In “Titanic: The New 
Evidence,” which airs on the 
Smithsonian Channel on 
January 21, Irish journalist 
Senan Molony argues that 
the hull of the infamous ship 
was compromised weeks 
before it set sail. Through 
researching photos and 
eyewitness testimony from 
the time, Molony contends 
that a fire spontaneously lit 
inside one of the Titanic’s 
enormous coal bunkers and 
critically weakened a crucial 
segment of the ship’s hull.  







 
Speeding along in dangerous conditions 

• Titanic received a series of warnings 
from other ships of drifting ice in the 
area of the Grand Banks of 
Newfoundland.  
• Titanic’s experienced captain, E. J. 

Smith maintain a relatively high 
speed even though the ship had been 
receiving ice warnings 



• Those aboard Titanic were ill-prepared for 
such an emergency. 

• Titanic only had enough lifeboats to carry 
about half of those on board.  

• The crew had not been trained 
adequately in carrying out an evacuation.  

• The officers did not know how many they 
could safely put aboard the lifeboats and 
launched many of them barely half-full.



 
Distress signals were sent by wireless, rockets, and lamp, but none of the ships 

that responded was near enough to reach Titanic before she sank.  



• The water temperature in the 
area where Titanic sank, which 
was well below normal, also 
contributed to the rapid death 
of many passengers during the 
sinking.  

• Water temperature readings 
taken around the time of the 
accident were reported to be 
28 °F (−2 °C).  

• Because of Sudden immersion 
into freezing water, almost all 
of those in the water died of 
cardiac arrest or other bodily 
reactions to freezing water, 
within 15–30 minutes. 

• Only 13 of them were helped 
into the lifeboats, though 
these had room for almost 500 
more people.



Nemesis

• Neither inquiry's findings listed negligence 
by IMM or the White Star Line as a factor. 
The American inquiry concluded that since 
those involved had followed standard 
practice the disaster was an act of God 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Act_of_God




Tragic déjà vu, 
•  The most unsettling item in the 

immense inventory of Titanic 
trivia is a novel called “Futility,” 
by an American writer named 
Morgan Robertson. It begins with a 
great ocean liner of innovative 
triple-screw design, “the largest 
craft afloat and the greatest of 
the works of men. . . . Unsinkable
—indestructible.”  

• Speeding along in dangerous 
conditions, the ship first hits 
something on its starboard side 
(“A slight jar shook the forward 
end”)  

• later on, there is a terrifying cry 
of “Ice ahead,” and the vessel 
collides with an iceberg and goes 
down.



Sources 
• https://target.scene7.com/is/image/Target/53122931?wid=488&hei=488&fmt=pjpeg 
• https://cdn.history.com/sites/2/2014/01/titanic-P.jpeg 
• https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/1/18/

Titanic_stern_and_rudder.jpg/800px-Titanic_stern_and_rudder.jpg 
• https://cdn.history.com/sites/2/2014/01/titanic-propellors-P.jpeg 
• https://www.printwand.com/blog/media/2012/01/white-star-brochure-unsinkable.jpg 
• https://dryuc24b85zbr.cloudfront.net/tes/resources/11052643/image?

width=500&height=500&version=1515438653375 
• https://i.stack.imgur.com/aOxaC.jpg 
• https://pics.me.me/photo-of-the-iceberg-that-sunk-the-titanic-1912-https-t-

co-4w8n7uints-22276494.png 
•  http://moziru.com/images/titanic-clipart-fleet-14.jpg 
•  https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSPIDTCJjeFKFGITfUhj0nIT6h9-

j1aASmn82ARjjDRSfzaijFu 
• https://thumbs-prod.si-cdn.com/2xTrv_9BtIUKGyDXPHir9G58W9w=/800x600/

filters:no_upscale()/https://public-media.smithsonianmag.com/filer/7d/9d/
7d9dabdd-465d-4179-bfda-208db6e6c227/titanic_leaving_april_2nd.jpg 

• https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?
q=tbn:ANd9GcTzUrkTTLizGHGE1W2NA82PUssYCUA770dCigdp1Ae18490kkfA 

•  Read more: https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/coal-fire-may-have-helped-
sink-titanic-180961699/#IsWOclFdgjr8A3Hz.99  
Give the gift of Smithsonian magazine for only $12! http://bit.ly/1cGUiGv 
Follow us: @SmithsonianMag on Twitter
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